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REPORT OF THE BOARD

FINDINGS AND ORDER

l. Hearing Date and Place: This matter came on for hearing before the
Virginia Gas and Oil Board (hereafter "Board" ) at 9:00 a.m. on August 19, 2003
Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center on the campus of Virginia Highlands
Community Cbllage, Room 240, Abingdon, Virginia.

2. Appearances: James E. Kaisez appeared for the Applicant. Sharon
M.B. Pigeon, Assistant Attorney General was present to advise the Board.

3. Jurisdiction and Notice: Pursuant to Va. Code 5 45.1-361.1et seq.,
the Board finds that it has jurisdiction over the subject matter. Based upon
the evidence presented by Applicant, the Board also finds that the Applicant has
(1) exercised due diligence in conducting a meaningful search of reasonably
available seurces to determine the identity and whereabouts of each gas and oil
owner, coal owner, or mineral owner having an interest in Subject Drilling Unit
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underlying and comprised of Subject Lands; (2) has represented to the Board thatit has given notice to those parties (hereafter sometimes "person(s)" whether
referring to individuals, corporations, partnerships, associations, companies,
businesses, trusts, joint ventures or other legal entities) entitled by Va. Code
5 45.1-361,19 to notice of the Application filed herein; and (3) that the
persons set forth in their Application and Notice of Hearing have been
identified by Applicant through its due diligence as Owners or Claimants of
Conventionai Gas interests underlying Subject Drilling Unit, including those set
out in ExhEbit 8-3 who have not heretofore leased, sold or voluntarily agreed
with the Applicant to pool their Gas interests in Subject Drilling Unit.
Conflicting Gas Owners/Claimants in Subject Drilling Unit are listed on Exhibit
E. Further, the Board has caused notice of this hearing to be published as
required by Va. Code 5 45.1-361.19.B.Whereupon, the Board hereby finds that the
notices givin herein satisfy all statutory requirements, Board rule requirements
and the minimum standards of due process.

4. Amendments: Exhibits 8, 8-2 emd 8-3

5. Dismissals: See Revised Exhibit 8

6. ReJ.ief Requested: Applicant requests (1) that pursuant to Va. Code
5 45.1-361.20, the Board establish Subject Drilling Unit to be served by Well
V-535835; and (2) that pursuant to Va. Cade 5 45.1-361.21, the Board pool the
rights, int(srests and estates in and to the Conventional Gas of the known and
unknown per(some listed in the attached Exhibit 8-3, and that of their known and
unknown heirs, executors, administrators, devisees, trustees, assigns and
successors, both immediate and remote, for the drilling and operation, including
production, of Conventional Gas from the Subject Drilling Unit established for
Subject Foz)mations underlying and comprised of the Subject Lands, (hereafter
sometimes colliectively identified and referred to as "Well Development and/oz
operation 18 the Subject Drilling Unit" ); and, (3) that the Board designate
Equitable pled(action commemv as Unit operator.

7. Reiief Granted: The requested relief in this cause shall be and herebyis granted. Thle Board hereby: (1) establishes Subject Drilling Unit pursuant to
Va. Code 5 45.1-361.20; (2) pursuant to Va. Code 5 45.1-361.21.C.3, Equitable
production Company (hereafter "Unit Operator" ) is designated as the Operator
authorized to drill and operate Well No. V-535835 in the Subject Drilling Unit
at the localtidn depicted on the plat attached hereto as Exhibit A to produce
Conventiona). Gas from Subject Formations, subject to the permit provisions
contained in 9 45.1-361.27 et seq., Code of Virginia, 1950 as amended, to 5 4
VAC 25-150 et seq., Gas and Oil Regulations and to 5 4 VAC 25-160 et seq.,
Virginia Gae and Oil Board Regulations, all as amended from time to time; and
(3) the rights, interests and estates in and to the Conventional Gas in Subject
Drilling Un{.t including those of the known and unknown persons listed on Exhibit8-3, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and their known and unknown heirs,
executors, achhinistrators, devisees, trustees, assigns and successors, both
immediate and remote, be and hereby are pooled in the Subject Formations in the
Subject Driiling Unit underlying and comprised of the Subject Lands. There are
no applica)()le field rules and the unit is subject to statewide spacing
requiremente of Va. Code 5 45.1-361.17.
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8. Election and Election Period: In the event any Gas owner named in
the Application and Notice of Hearing has not heretofore reached a voluntary
agreement to share in the operation of the well to be located in Subject
Drilling Unit at a rate of payment mutually agreed to by said Gas owner and the
Operator, then, such person may elect one of the options set forth in Paragraph
9 below and must give written notice of his election of the option selected
under Paragraph 9 herein to the designated Unit Operator at the address shown
below within thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of a copy of this Order.
A timely election shall be deemed to have been made if, on or before the last
day of said 30-day period, such electing person has delivered his written
election to the designated Unit Operator at the address shown below or has duly
postmarked and placed his written election in first class United States mail,
postage prepaid, addressed to the Unit Operator at the address shown below.

Election Options:

9.1 Option 1 — To Participate In The Development and Operation of
the Drillinc Unit: Any Gas Owner or Claimant named in Exhibi.t
B-3 who has not reached a voluntary agreement with the
Operator may elect to participate in the Well Development and
Operation on the Subject Drilling Unit (hereafter
"Participating Operator") by agreeing to pay the estimate of
such Participating Operator's proportionate part of the actual
and reasonable costs, including a reasonable supervision fee,
of the Well Development and Operation, as more particularly
set forth in Virginia Gas and Oil Board Regulation 4 VAC 25-
160-100 (herein "Completed for Production Costs" ). Further, a
Participating Operator agrees to pay the estimate of such
Participating Operator's proportionate part of the Estimated,
Completed-for-Production Costs as set forth below to the Unit
Operator within forty-five (45) days from the later of the
date of mailing or the date of recording of this Order. The
estimated Completion-for-Production Costs for the Subject
Drilling Unit aze as follows:

Estimated, Completed-for-Production Costs: 8310,636.00

A Participating Operator's proportionate cost hereunder shall
be the result obtained by multiplying the Participating
Operators'Percent of Unit" times the Completed-for-
Production Cost set forth above. Provided, however, that in
the event a Participating Operator elects to participate andfails oz refuses to pay the estimate of his proportionate part
of the Completed-for-Production Cost as set forth above, all
within the time set forth herein and in the manner prescribed
in Paragraph 8 of this Order, then such Participating Operator
shall be deemed to have elected not to participate and to have
elected compensation in lieu of participation pursuant to
Paragraph 9.2 herein.

9.2 Option 2 — To Receive A Cash Bonus Consideration: In lieu of
participating in the Well Development and Operation of Subject
Drilling Unit under Paragraph 9.1 above, any Gas Owner or
Claimant named in Exhibit B-3 in the unit who has not reached
a voluntary agreement with the Operator may elect to accept a
cash bonus consideration of ~5.00 per net mineral acre owned
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by such person, commencing upon entry of this Order and
continuing annually until commencement of production from
Subject Drilling Unit, and thereafter a royalty of 1/8th of
8/Sths [twelve and one-half percent (12.5())] of the net
proceeds received by the Unit Operator for the sale of the Gas
produced from any Well Development and Operation covered by
this Order multiplied by the Gas owner's percentage Interest
Within Unit as set forth in the Application and Notice of
Hearing (for purposes of this Order, net proceeds shall be
actual proceeds received less post-production costs incurred
downstream of the wellhead, including, but not limited to,
gathering, compression, treating, transportation and marketing
costs, whether performed by Unit Operator or a third person)
as fair, reasonable and equitable compensation to be paid to
said Gas owner. The initial cash bonus shall become due and
owing when so elected and shall be tendered, paid or escrowed
within one hundred twenty (120) days of recording of this
Order. Thereafter, annual cash bonuses, if any, shall become
due and owing on each anniversary of the date of recording of
this order in the event production from Subject Drilling Unit
has not theretofore commenced, and once due, shall be
tendered, paid or escrowed within sixty (60) days of said
anniversary date. Once the initial cash bonus and the annual
cash bonuses, if any, are so paid or escrowed, said payment(s)
shall be satisfaction in full for the right, interests, and
claims of such electing Gas owner in and to the Gas produced
from Subject Formation in the Subject Lands, except, however,
for the 1/8th royalties due hereundez.

Subject to a final legal determination of ownership, the
election made under this Paragraph 9.2, when so made, shall be
satisfaction in full for the right, interests, and claims of
such electing person in any Well Development and Operation
covered hereby and such electing person shall be deemed to and
hereby does lease and assign its right, interests, and claims
in and to the Gas produced from Subject Formation in the
Subject Drilling Unit to the Applicant.

9.3. Option 3 — To Share In The Development And Operation As A Non-
Participating Person On A Carried Basis And To Receive
Consideration In Lieu Of Cash: In lieu of participating in
the Well Development and Operation of Subject Drilling Unit
under Paragraph 9.1 above and in lieu of receiving a cash
bonus consideration under Paragraph 9.2 above, any Gas Owner
or Claimant named in Exhibit B-3 hereto who does not reach a
voluntary agreement with the Operator may elect to share in
the Well Development and Operation of Subject Drilling Unit on
a carried basis (as a "Carried Well Operator" ) so that the
proportionate part of the Completed-for-Production Costs
hereby allocable to such Carried Well Operator's interest is
charged against such Carried Well Operator's share of
production from Subject Drilling Unit. Such Carried Well
Operator's rights, interests, and claims in and to the Gas in
Subject Drilling Unit shall be deemed and hereby are assigned
to the Unit Operator until the proceeds from the sale of such
Carried Well Operator's share of production from Subject
Drilling Unit (exclusive of any royalty, excess or overriding



royalty, or other non-operating or non cost-bearing burden
reserved in any lease, assignment thereof or agreement
relating thereto covering such interest) equals three hundred
percent (300%) for a leased interest or two hundred percent
(200%) for an unleased interest (whichevez is applioable) of
such Carzied Well Operator's share of the Completed-for-
Production Costs allocable to the interest of such Carried
Well Operator. When the Unit Operator recoups and recovers
from such Carried Well Operator' assigned interest the
amounts provided for above, then, the assigned interest of
such Carried Well Operator shall automatically revert back to
such Carried Well Operator, and from and after such reversion,
such Carried Well Operator shall be treated as if it had
participated initially under Paragraph 9.1 abave; and
thereafter, such participating person shall be charged with
and shall pay his proportionate part of all further costs of
such well development.

Subject to a final legal determination of ownership, the
election made under this Paragraph 9.3, when so made, shall be
satisfaction in full foF the right, interests, and claims of
such electing person in any well development and operation
covered hereby and such electing person shall be deemed to
have and hereby does assign his right, interests, and claims
in and to the Gas produced from Subject Formation in the
Subject Drilling Unit to the Unit Operator for the period of
time during which his interest is carried as above provided
prior to its reversion back to such electing person.

10. Failure to Properlv Elect: In the event a person named in Exhibit
B-3 hereto dods not reach a voluntazy agreement with the Applicant and fails to
do so withiln the time, in the manner, and in accordance with the terms of this
Order one of the alternatives set forth in Paragraph 9 above for which his
interest qgalifies, then such person shall be deemed to have elected not to
participate in the proposed Well Development and Operation in Subject Drilling
Unit and sh(all be deemed, subject to any final legal determination of ownership,
to have el(act!ed to accept as satisfaction in full for such person's right,
interests, and claims in and to the Gas the consideration provided in Paragraph
9.2 above for which its interest qualifies and shall be deemed to have leased
and/or assi(gngd his right, interests, and claims in and to Gas in the Subject
Drilling Un5.t to the Unit Operator. Persons who fail to properly elect shall be
deemed to h'mve accepted the compensation and terms set forth herein at Paragraph
9.2 in sati,'sfiction in full for the right, interests, and claims of such person
in and to the Gas produced from Subject Formation underlying Subject Lands.

11. Default Bv Participating Person: In the event a person named in
Exhibit W-S elects to participate under Paragraph 9.1, but fails or refuses to
pay, to sedure the payment or to make an arrangement with the Unit Operator for
the payment of such person's proportionate part of the Estimated Completed-foz-
Production coets as set forth herein, all within the time and in the manner as
prescribed in this Order, then such person shall be deemed to have withdrawn his
election te participate and shall be deemed to have elected to accept as
satisfaction in full for such person's right, interests, and claims in and to
the Gas the consideration provided in Paragraph 9.2 above for which his interest
qualifies depending on the excess burdens attached to such interest. Whereupon,
any cash bonus consideration due as a result of such deemed election shall be
tendered, paid or escrowed by Unit Operator within one hundred twenty (120) days



paid or escWow6
claims of sgch
Subject I an(5s
would becosw) dS

d, it shall be satisfaction in full for the right, interests, and
person in and to the Gas underlying Subject Drilling Unit in the
covered hereby, except, however, for any 1/8th royalties which
e pursuant to Paragraph 9.2 hereof.

after the 15st day on which such defaulting person under this Order should have
paid his ppopbrtionate part of such cost or should have made satisfactory
arrangementS for the payment thereof. When such cash bonus consideration is

12. Assignment of Interest: In the event a person named in EWS(ihit w-3
is unable tb &each a voluntary agreement to share in the Well Development and

deemed to Aavh and shall have assigned unto Applicant such person's right,
interests,
Drilling Unit,
be entitled'.,by
with the prdvi

d claims in and to said well, in Subject Formations in Subject
and other share in and to GWs production to which such person may
reason of any election or deemed election hereunder in accordance

lions of this Order governing said elections.

Operati.on cdntgmplated by this order at a rate of payment agreed to mutually by
said owner or Claimant and the Applicant, and said person elects or fails to
elect to d4 Other than participate under Paragraph 9.1 above in the We'l
Development an)) Operation in Subject Drilling Unit, then such person shall be

13. Unit Operator (or Operator): Equitable Production Company shall be
and hereby $s )iesignated as Unit Operator authorised to drill and operate Well
wo. v-$ 35555 j.n subject Formations in subject Drilling Unit, all subject to the
permit provfsipns contained in va. code 5 45.1-361.27 et seq., 55 4 vAc 25-150
et seq., Ga) alod Oil Regulations and 55 4 VAC 25-160 et seq., Virginia Gms and
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p)wwsm~ (54)s) 345-3561
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Attn> 35ehamfe,t~

14. ,CoSmmncement of Operations: Unit Operator shall commence or cause
to commence„op)rations for the drilling of'he well covered hereby within seven
hundred and thlirty (730) days from the date of this Order and shall prosecute
the same wjth due diligence. If Unit Operator shall not have so Commenced
and/or prosgcuted, then this order shall terminate, except for any cash sums
becoming pa)(able hereunder; otherwise, unless sooner terminated by Order of the
Board, this ader shall expire at 12:00 P.N. on the date on which the well
covered by this Order is permanently abandoned and plugged. However, in the
event an aeal is taken from this Order, then the time between the filing of
the Petitioh for Appeal and the final Order of the Circuit Court shall be
excluded in calculating the two-year period referenced herein.

15. ",QPSrator's Lien: Unit operator, in addition to the other rights
afforded hegeukder, shall have a lien and a right of set off on the Gas estates,
rights, encl interests owned by any peIson subject hereto who elects to
participate:un/sr Paragraph 9.1 in the subject Drilling Unit to the extent that
costs incurfed'in the drilling or operation on the Subject Drilling Unit are a
charge agaidst such person's interest. Such liens and right of set off 'shall be
separable aa to each separate person and shall remain liens until the Unit



Operator drilling or operating the well covered hereby has been paid the full
amounts due under the terms of this Order.

16. Escrow Provisions:

Applicant has represented to the Board that there aze not unknown and/or
unlocatable Gas owners in the Subject Drilling Unit whose interests are subject
to the escrow requirements of Paragraph 16.1; and, the Applicant has represented
to the Board that there aze not conflicting claimants in Subject Drilling Unit
whose payments are subject to the provisions of Paragraph 16.2 hereof.
Therefore, by this Order, and unless and until otherwise ordered by the Board,
the Escrow Agent is not requized to establish an interest-bearing escrow account
for the Subject Drilling Unit.

16.1 Escrow Provisions for Unknown or Unlocatable Persons: If any payment
of bonus, royalty payment or other payment due and owing cannot be
made because the person entitled thereto cannot be located or is
unknown, then such cash bonus, royalty payment or other payment shall
not be commingled with any funds of the Unit Operator and shall,
pursuant to Va. Code 6 45.1-361.21.D, be deposited by the Operator
into the Escrow Account, commencing within one hundred twenty (120)
days of recording of this Order, and continuing thereafter on a
mont'hly basis with each deposit to be made by a date which is no later
than sixty (60) days after the last day of the month being reported
and/or for which funds are subject to deposit. Such funds shall be
held for the exclusive use of, and sole benefit of the person entitled
thereto until such funds can be paid to such person(s) or until the
Escrow Agent relinquishes such funds as required by law or pursuant to
order of the Board in accordance with Va. Code 6 45.1-361.21.D.

16.2 Escrow Provisions For Conflicting Claimants: If any payment of
bonus, royalty payment, proceeds in excess of ongoing operational
expenses, or other payment due and owing under this Order cannot be
made :'because the person entitled thereto cannot be made certain due to
conflicting claims of ownership and/or a defect or cloud on the title,
then such cash bonus, royalty payment, proceeds in excess of ongoing
operational expenses, or other payment, together with Participating
Operator's Proportionate Costs paid to Unit Operator pursuant to
Paragraph 9.1 hereof, if any, (1) shall not be commingled with any
funds of the Unit Operator; and (2) shall, pursuant to va. Code 55
45.1-361.22.A.2, 45.1-361.22.A.3 and 45.1-361.22.A.4, be deposited by
the Operator into the Escrow Account within one hundred twenty (120)
days of recording of this Order, and continuing thereafter on a monthly
basis with each deposit to be made by a date which is no later than
sixty (60) days after the last day of the month being reported and/or
for which funds are subject to deposit. Such funds shall be held for
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the exclusive use of, and sole benefit of, the person entitled thereto
until such funds can be paid to such person(s) or until the Escrow
Agent relinquishes such funds as required by law or pursuant to Order
of the Board.

17. Special Findings: The Board specifically and specially finds:

17.1. Applicant is Equitable Production Company, a West Virginia
colcpdrution. Applicant is duly authorized and qualified to transact
business in the Commonwealth of Virginia;

17.2. Applicant Equitable Production Company is an operator in the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and has satisfied the Board's requirements
for operations in Virginia;

17.3. Agplicant Equitable Production Comuauv claims ownership of Gas
lemses on 98.193334 percent of Subject Drilling Unit and the right to
explore for, develop and produce Gas from same;

17.4. APlplicant has proposed the drilling of Well V-535835 to a depth of
55I46',feet on the Subject Drilling Unit at the location depicted
in RsIhihit A to develop the pool of Gas in Subject Formations, and
to cdmplete and operate Well V-535835 for the purpose of producing
C«mventional Gas.

17.5 The estimated production of the life of the proposed Well
V-535835is 400 984CP.

17.6 With this Application, notice was provided to everyone claiming an
owherlship interest relative to the production of conventional gas in
the Subject Drilling Unit. Set forth in Exhibit B-3, is the name and
last 'known address of each Owner or Claimant identified by the
Applicant as Gas owners in Subject Drilling Unit who has not, in
writflng, leased to the Applicant or the Unit Operator or agreed to
voEuntarily pool his interests in Subject Drilling Unit for its
depeijopment. Gas interests unleased to the Operator and listed in
Exhibit B-3 represent 1.806666 percent of Subject Drilling Unit;

17.7 Applicant's evidence established that the fair, reasonable
and equitable compensation to be paid to any person in lieuoi'he right to participate in the Wells are those options
provided in Paragraph 9 above;

17.8 The Subject Drilling Unit does not constitute an unreasonable
or arbitrary exercise of Applicant's right to explore for or
produce Gas;

17.9 The relief requested and granted is just and reasonable, is
supported by substantial evidence and will afford each person
listed and named in Exhibit B-3 hereto the opportunity to
recover or receive, without unnecessary expense, such person'
just and fair share of the production from Subject Drilling
Unit. The granting of the Application and relief requested
therein will ensure to the extent possible the greatest
ultimate recovery of Conventional Gas, prevent or assist in
preventing the various types of waste prohibited by statute and
protect or assist in protecting the correlative rights of all



Q314671persons in the subject common sources of supply in the Subject
Lands. Therefore, the Board is entering an Order granting the
relief herein set forth.

18. Mailinq Of Order And Filing Of Affidavit: Applicant or its Attorney
shall file an affidavit with the Secretary of the Board within sixty (60) daysafter the date of recording of this Order stating that a true and correct copy
of said Order was mailed within seven (7) days from the date of its receipt by
the Unit OperAtor to each Respondent named in Exhibit B-3 pooled by this Order
and whose address is known.

19. Availability of Unit Records: The Director shall provide all
persons not sulbject to a lease with reasonable access to all records for Subject
Drilling Unit which are submitted by the Unit Operator to said Director and/or
his Inspector(s).

20. Conclusion: Therefore, the requested relief and all terms and
provisions set forth above be and hereby are granted and IT IS SO ORDERED.

21. Apmeals: Appeals of this Order aze governed by the provisions of Va.
Code Ann. 5 45.1-361.9 which provides that any order or decision of the Board
may be appealed to the appropriate circuit court.

22. Effective Date: This Order shall be effective as of the date of the
Board's approval of this Application, which is set forth at Paragraph 1 above.

DONE AND EXECUTED this /P day of X~ :, ~, by a majority of
the Virginia Gas and Oil Board.

DONE AND PERFORMED this 2/ day of , Lms94 by Order of this
Board.

B. R. Wilsdfi
Principal Executive To The Staff
Virginia Gas and Oil Board

STATE OF VIRGINIA )
COUNTY OF WISE )

Acknowledged on this ~ day of~~~ , ~Et'ersonally
before me a notary public in and for tKe Commonwealth of Virginia, appeared
Benny Wampler, being duly sworn did depose and say that he is Chairman of the
Virginia Gas and Oil Board, that he e cuted the same and was authorized to do

Notary Public

My commission expires: g.Z/~
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STATE OF VIRGINIA )
COUNTY OF WASHINGTON )

Akydg*d tp'2/ dyy/7 ~,&personally before me
a notary public in and for the Commonwealth of Virginia, appeared B. R. Wilson,
being duly sworn did depose and say that he is Principal Executive to the Staff
of the Virginia Gas and Oil Board, that he executed the same and was authorized
to do so.

Notary Public
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